MOBILE PHONES MANAGEMENT POLICY

(Reviewed 2025 — aligned with Department of Education Policy, effective 6
December 2023)

Honour - Persist - Succeed

Policy Statement

The Department of Education does not permit student use of mobile phones in public schools
unless for a medical or teacher-directed educational purpose.

At Hocking Primary School, all communication between parents/carers and students during school
hours must occur via the school administration.

Scope
This policy applies to all students from Kindergarten to Year 6 and covers:
+ Mobile phones
e Smart watches
e Other electronic communication devices
e Associated listening accessories (e.g. headphones, earbuds)

Policy Rules
1. Off and Away All Day
o Students are not permitted to have mobile phones in their possession during the school
day (8.40am—-2.40pm).
o Devices must be switched off and stored securely in school bags or as directed by
staff.
o Smart watches must be placed in ‘aeroplane mode’ so calls and messages cannot be
sent or received.
o “Off and away all day” applies before school, during class and at break times and after
school, until students have left the school grounds.
2. Exemptions
o The Principal may approve exemptions for:
= monitoring a health condition (documented health care plan),
» a particular educational purpose under the direct instruction of a teacher, or
= with permission of a teacher for a specified purpose.
3. Security
o The school accepts no responsibility for the loss, theft or damage of personal devices.
o Responsibility remains with the student.
4. Breaches of the Policy
o Managed in line with the Student Behaviour in Public Schools Policy and Procedures.
o First offence: Device confiscated and returned to the student at the end of the day.
Parents notified.
o Repeated offences: Device to be collected by a parent/carer and/or student may lose
Good Standing.
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