HOCKING PRIMARY SCHOOL
CLASS PLACEMENT POLICY
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Policy Statement

Classes at Hocking Primary School will be created through a rigorous and informed process that strives to
meet the learning and wellbeing needs of all students within the constraints of the resources provided.

Class Placement Process

The class placement process is guided by our commitment to creating the best possible learning
environment for each child. The Principal, Deputy Principals and Manager of Corporate Services establishes
class structures for the following year based upon anticipated enrolments and estimated funds indicated
by the student-centred funding model to employ teaching staff.

Factors influencing school structure and class composition include:
¢ industrial implications around class sizes.
¢ the projected number of students in each year level.
the ratio of girls to boys.
projected enrolments during the year based on past trends.
the number of teachers employed permanently at the school, and the constraints of resources.

Once class structures have been drafted, typically mid Term Y, staff meet to establish class lists for the
following school year. Input from dll staff (including specidlists, student services and leadership) are
considered to enrich context and validate decision-making. Classroom teachers provide children the
opportunity to communicate their friendships to ensure that each child has a social support in their new
class.

Factors which are considered in the placement of students include:
¢ academic performance.
e work habits - e.g. ability to work independently.
behaviour.
gender.
social network and social maturity,
special considerations e.g. twins, siblings, medical needs or disability.

After a series of formal and informal review meetings, final class lists are submitted to the Principal for
a final ratification.

Parent Requests

While we understand that families may have preferences, we are unable to accept or guarantee specific
requests regarding teachers or classmates. However, we do recognise that there may be exceptional
circumstances that could impact your child’s learning experience. If this applies to your child, please
include these circumstances in your request so that they may be considered as part of the placement
process.

An annual survey will be available for all families o access should they feel a need o make a specific
request based on individual requirements. Any requests submitted after the survey closure date will not
be considered.
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Can I request a specific teacher?

No. All teachers at Hocking Primary School are highly competent,
supported and trained to deliver our evidence-based, whole school
educational approaches.

What are reasonable class sizes?

The Department of Education WA has recommended maximum
class sizes for different year levels. Our school always
commences the school year within these recommendations to
ensure that we can accommodate new enrolments which may
occur throughout the year.

Maximum class sizes:

Kindy (20), Pre-primary (27), Year | to 3 (24), Year H to 6 (32).

Why does HPS have composite (split) classes?

As a public school, every Pre-primary to Year 6 child that resides within our boundary is guaranteed an enrolment.
This means that numbers for each year level may exceed or not meet the maximum class size. The dllocation of
funding for teaching staff is dependent on the number of student enrolments, therefore the need for multi-age
or composite (split) classes is a common and practical occurrence in public schools. This practice is well supported
by research and our beliefs about how children learn.

When forming composite classes, staff take into account the work habits, behavioural needs, social maturity,
previous years placement and academic performance of individual children.

May I request for my child to be placed with or separate
from another student?

When forming classes, staff use their existing
knowledge of friendships and social dynamics to ensure
that every child is placed alongside peers to assure
social connection and avoid conflict.

If there is a genuine, documented reason why you
believe your child would benefit from being with/not
with another student, you may request this through
the appropriate channels.

When will I know my child's
placement?

Parents of children in kindergarten are informed of
their child’s placement by the end of Term 3 of the
preceding year. Pre-Primary to Year 6 class lists will
be shared with the community via Compass upon the
of fice opening for the new school year.
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