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To provide every child with opportunities to learn so they can grow to be independent, lifelong learners.    
Year 5, Semester 1, Curriculum Overview for Parents  

Below is a summary of the learning that is expected to be taught this semester.  Coverage of all learning will be monitored and adjusted by teachers to reflect the 2025 cohort of student in this year level. 

English      Mathematics 

Text Based Units 

• The King’s Ship- 
A four-week unit about 

persuasive letter writing. 

 

• The Magic Bon Bons- 

A four-week unit focussing on 

hyperbole, dialogue and 

imaginative paragraphs. 

 

• The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe- 
A term long in-depth unit 

focusing on complex sentences, 

paragraph structure and literary 

devices. 

 

 

Spelling 

Sounds Write- revise long vowel sounds (Daily Literacy Review) 

Greek spellings- ae, eu, ch, g, gn, rh 

Less common plurals- alumni, crises, sheep, lice 

Morphology 

Prefixes- con, anti, quad, tri, bi, uni, semi 

Suffixes- ial, in, ate, ent/ence, ant/ance, ure (ture) 

Bases- flex, cept, lect, fact, sect, tract, rupt 

Grammar and Punctuation 

• Full stops and capital letters 

• Commas 

• Apostrophes- contractions and possessive 

• Direct and indirect speech 

• Adverbs 

• Compound and complex sentences- conjunctions 

• Parentheses (brackets) 

Number and Algebra 

Place value: 6-digit numbers; decimal numbers to 

thousandths 

• Read, write and say 

• Odd/ even 

• Ordering 

• Rounding and estimation 
• Find on a number line 

 

The four operations: addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division – and associated strategies. 

Factors and multiples of whole numbers. 

Find unknown quantities in number sentences involving 

multiplication and division. 

Identify equivalent number sentences involving 

multiplication and division 

 

 

Measurement a Measurement and Geometry 

Length                     Perimeter 

Mass                        2D shapes 

Capacity                  3D shapes 

Temperature          Angles 

Time                   Area  

Statistics and Probability: Collect, organise and present data. 

Problem Solving Strategies: Find unknown quantities by using 

number sentences involving addition and subtraction. 

Mental Computation Strategies: Estimating 

Vocabulary: 

 Read, write and say. 

Estimate, Hefting, Conversions, Solve, Remainder and Equivalent. 

HASS Health and Physical Education Science                                 Technologies The Arts 

Geography: 

• North and South 

America- compare 

to Australia, in 

relation to: 

climate, natural 

vegetation, 

landforms and 

native animals. 

• The way people 

alter the 

environmental 

characteristics of 

Australian places 

(e.g. vegetation 

clearance, fencing, 

mining). 

• The impact of 

bushfires or floods 

on environments 

and communities, 

Health Physical Changes to Earth’s Surface – 
Year 5 Science Overview 

This semester, Year 5 students will 
explore the topic Changes to 
Earth’s Surface as part of their 
science studies. This unit will help 
students understand how Earth’s 
surface is constantly changing 
due to natural processes and 
human activities. Through hands-
on investigations, discussions, 
and research, students will 
develop scientific skills while 
exploring the forces that shape 
our planet. 

What Will Students Learn? 

Students will: 
      Examine Natural Processes – 
Learn about weathering, erosion, 

Indonesian Digital Music Visual 

HPS School Values: 
• Pursuit of personal 

excellence 
• Conservation 

• Respect 

• Individual Uniqueness 

• Participation and 

Citizenship 

Protective behaviours: 
Early warning signs. 
Safe and unsafe secrets. 
Assertiveness. 

 

Cricket 

Fundamental movement 

skills: 

• catch 

• underarm throw 

• overarm throw 

• Bowling 

 

Combination of locomotor 

and object control skills in 

games. 

 

Ketawa Term 1: 
Indonesian Language 
Indonesian Provinces 
Indonesian words for: 

• Fruit 

• Description 

• Shopping 

• Bargaining 

• Money 

• Converting money 

Word/Google Docs 

PowerPoint/Google Slides 

Email 

Typing skills 

Coding skills 

Ideas 

Improvisation with the elements of music 

imitating musical features and stylistic 

characteristics when composing  

  

Skills 

pitch (intervals (recognising leaps and 

steps, tones, semitones); major scale) 

dynamics (terminology and symbols 

(mezzo piano (mp), mezzo forte (mf))); 

expressive devices (accents) 

 

Skills 

tempo (changing tempos; terminology 

(accelerando, ritardando)) 

form (rondo (ABACA); riff) 

texture (two or more rhythmic or melodic 

patterns when played together; individual 

Exploration of artwork from various artists 

and different approaches used to 

communicate ideas, beliefs and opinions 
 

Exploration of the influences of other 

artists, and selection of visual art 

elements, materials, media and/or 

technologies, to enhance their own 

artwork 
 

Development and application of artistic 

techniques and processes with: 

• shape (convex, concave) 

• colour (expressive colours, 

natural colours) 

• line (implied lines for movement 

and depth) 

• space (shading – creating 

illusion of depth) 

• texture (textures created with a 

variety of tools, materials and 

techniques; patterning) 

• value (gradations of value) 
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and how people 

can respond 

History 

•  British colonies in 

Australia after 

1800 
• Patterns of 

colonial 

development and 

settlement 

 

 

and the impact of water, wind, and 
ice on landscapes. 
        Investigate Slow and Rapid 
Changes – Explore how gradual 
processes, such as soil formation, 
differ from sudden changes, such 
as landslides and earthquakes. 
 🏗 Consider Human Impact – 
Understand how activities like 
farming, mining, and construction 
influence the environment. 
         Develop Scientific Inquiry 
Skills – Conduct experiments and 
use models to observe how 
Earth’s surface changes over time. 

How Does This Relate to the 
Australian Curriculum? 

This unit is aligned with the Year 5 
Science Understanding strand of 
the Australian Curriculum: 
 ➡ Earth and Space Sciences: 
The Earth’s surface changes over 
time as a result of natural 
processes and human activity 
(ACSSU075). 

Students will also develop their 
Science Inquiry Skills by 
questioning, predicting, planning, 
and conducting investigations to 
understand these processes. 

How Will Students Engage with 
This Topic? 

Students will participate in: 
           Hands-on Experiments – 
Creating models to demonstrate 
erosion, landslides, and other 
geological changes. 
      Real-World Investigations – 
Observing and discussing local 
landforms and environmental 
changes. 
         Research and Discussions – 
Exploring case studies of natural 
events that have shaped Earth’s 
surface. 

By the end of the unit, students 
will have a deeper appreciation of 
the natural forces that shape our 

layers of sound (e.g. bass line, harmony 

line)) 

  

Responding 

Role of music from different times and 

places 

 

to create artwork 
 

Use of techniques, art processes, and 

experimentation with art forms, such as 

digital imaging, screen printing or 

illustration 
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planet, and the role humans play 
in these changes. 

We encourage families to 
continue these discussions at 
home by observing local 
landscapes, discussing 
weather patterns, or watching 
nature documentaries 
together. 

Biological Science – Year 5 
Overview 

Unit: Adaptations and Survival 

This semester, Year 5 students will 
be exploring Biological Science 
through the Inquisitive Science 
program. The focus of this unit is 
on how living things have 
structural and behavioural 
adaptations that help them 
survive in their environments. 
Through hands-on investigations, 
research, and discussions, 
students will develop an 
understanding of the diversity of 
life and the ways organisms 
respond to changes in their 
surroundings. 

What Will Students Learn? 

       Adaptations for Survival – 
Students will explore how plants 
and animals have developed 
special features or behaviors to 
help them survive in different 
environments. 

     Environments and Ecosystems 
– Students will investigate how 
living things interact with their 
surroundings and how changes in 
the environment can affect 
survival. 

     Life Cycles and Reproduction 
– Students will examine how 
different organisms grow, 
develop, and reproduce to ensure 
the continuation of their species. 

     Human Impact on Living 
Things – Students will discuss how 
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human activities, such as 
deforestation and pollution, can 
affect ecosystems and the 
survival of species. 

How Does This Relate to the 
Australian Curriculum? 

This unit aligns with the Science 
Understanding strand of the 
Australian Curriculum: 

➡ Year 5 – Biological Sciences: 
Living things have structural 
features and adaptations that help 
them to survive in their 
environment (ACSSU043). 

Students will also develop their 
Science Inquiry Skills by 
conducting investigations, making 
predictions, recording 
observations, and analyzing 
findings. 

How Will Students Engage with 
This Topic? 

Students will participate in: 
         Hands-on Experiments – 
Exploring how adaptations work 
through practical investigations. 
      Case Studies – Researching 
unique animals and plants from 
various ecosystems. 
          Creative Projects – Designing 
imaginary creatures with 
adaptations for survival. 

By the end of the unit, students 
will have a deeper appreciation of 
the complexity of life and the 
importance of protecting 
biodiversity. 

We encourage families to support 
this learning at home by 
discussing animals and plants in 
different environments, watching 
nature documentaries, and 
exploring local parks and wildlife 
areas. 
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