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To provide every child with opportunities to learn so they can grow to be independent, lifelong learners.    
Year 4, Semester 1, Curriculum Overview for Parents  

Below is a summary of the learning that is expected to be taught this term.  Coverage of all learning will be monitored and adjusted by teachers to reflect the 2025 cohort of student in this year level. 

 

English      Mathematics 

Reading strategies-  

based on whole school program 

▪ Main idea 

▪ Recalling Facts and Detail 

▪ Understand sequence 

Reading Activities:  

▪ Reader’s Theatre. 

▪ Book Study 

▪ Literacy Pro 

Novel Study 

Tom’s Midnight Garden by Phillipa 

Pearce 

The Elves and the Shoemaker (JS) 

Speaking & Listening 

Morning Meetings 

Writing 

At Hocking Primary School, we use 

Talk4Writing across the school. 

Poetry 

Ballard- The Highwayman By Alfred 

Noyes 

Narrative 

The Elves and the Shoemaker (JS) 

Handwriting 

South Australian Font- Guided 

practise. 

Daily Editing 

Grammar and Punctuation. 

▪ Capital letters & Full stops 

▪ Commas 

▪ Apostrophes 

▪ Speech Marks 

▪ Nouns: Proper, Collective, Pronouns 

▪ Adjectives  

▪ Verbs/Adverbs 

  

Morphology 

Base-   

Pede 

Tryann 

 

Prefix-  Latin and Greek origin  

Suffix-   Latin and Greek origin  

 

Number and Algebra 

▪ Place Value 

▪ Odd and Even Numbers 

▪ Multiplication and Number sequences 

▪ Number Patterns 

▪ Adding, Division, Multiplication and Subtraction 

  

Measurement and Geometry 

▪ Elements of Time. 

▪ Multiplication facts and manipulation of all 0-10 

times tables. 

▪ Measuring using metres and centimetres. 

▪ Explore a range of angles 

▪ Represent and understand data presented in 

graphs. 

Problem Solving Strategies: 

▪ CUBES Strategy 

▪ Word problems involving Addition and Subtraction. 

  

Vocabulary: 

Algorithm, multiplication, division, mental and written 

strategies, digital, estimation, AM, PM, analogue, time 

duration, rounding, greater than, less than, expand, 

ordering/comparing 

HASS Health and Physical Education Science                                 Technologies The Arts 

Civics and Citizenship 

Three levels of 

Government 

Rules and Law 

HISTORY 

World Explorers: The 

impact of exploration and 

colonisation upon different 

groups of people. 

Australian Explorers: 

Captain James Cook and 

his 3 voyages. 

Health Physical Earth and Space Science – Year 4 
Overview 

Unit: Surface Changes 

This semester, Year 4 students will 
explore the topic Surface Changes 
as part of their Earth and Space 
Science studies. Using the Science: 
A STEM Approach program by RIC 
Publications, students will 
investigate how natural forces 
change the Earth’s surface over 
time. Through hands-on activities, 
experiments, and research, 
students will gain a deeper 
understanding of these processes 
and their impact on the 
environment. 

What Will Students Learn? 

       Natural Changes to Earth’s 
Surface – Students will examine 

Indonesian Design/Digital Music Visual 

▪ Growth Mindset 

Growth Mindset vs Fixed 

Mindset 

▪ Values 

• Participation & 

Citizenship 

• Conservation 

• Respect 

• Excellence 

• Uniqueness 

 

Emotional Regulation 

Strategies 

 

Consolidate fundamental 

movement skills 

Cricket 

Combine fundamental 

movement skills with 

simple tactics to create or 

deny scoring 

opportunities in minor 

games of increasing 

complexity.  

Storytelling and 

Language: 

▪ The students will 

revise key language, 

colours, greeting, 

numbers, age, where 

they live. 
 

Typing and Navigating 

Focus: 

▪ Typing.com 

▪ Word document 
▪ Lego We Do  

▪ HASS- Ship Construction 

▪ Fruity Friday (Link 

Indonesian fruit names) 

 
 

Ideas 

Improvisation with the elements of 

music to create a simple composition 

including rhythm, tempo, pitch, 

dynamics, form, timbre, texture and 

expression 

  

Skills 

tempo (changing tempos; terminology 

(allegro, largo, moderato, presto, 

andante, adagio, allegretto)) 

pitch (intervals (recognising leaps and 

steps)) 

  

Responding 

Responses to, and respect for, the 

music of others as performers and 

audience members 

 

Skills 

Exploration of artwork from varying times 

and cultures that represent different 

styles, such as realistic, narrative and 

abstract 
 

Use of visual art elements and selection of 

materials, media and/or technologies to 

create specific artwork 
 

Development of artistic processes and 

techniques to explore visual conventions 

through: 

• shape (open, closed; abstract; 

view from top, side, bottom; 

positive, negative) 

• colour (monochromatic – all 

the colours of a single hue; 

colours of varying intensity) 

• line (shows an edge line to 

indicate emotion; lines of 

various weights) 

• space (geometric, organic; 

diminishing perspective) 

• texture (piercing, pinching, 

pressing, embossing, scoring) 
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how erosion, weathering, and 
natural events such as landslides 
and earthquakes shape landscapes 
over time. 

        The Role of Water and Wind – 
Students will explore how water and 
wind contribute to shaping 
landforms by transporting and 
depositing materials. 

🏗 Human Impact on Earth’s 
Surface – Students will discuss how 
human activities, such as 
deforestation, construction, and 
farming, affect natural processes 
and contribute to changes in the 
landscape. 

        Scientific Investigations – 
Students will conduct experiments 
and create models to observe and 
test the effects of erosion and 
weathering. 

How Does This Relate to the 
Australian Curriculum? 

This unit aligns with the Science 
Understanding strand of the 
Australian Curriculum: 

➡ Year 4 – Earth and Space 
Sciences: Earth’s surface changes 
over time as a result of natural 
processes and human activity 
(ACSSU075). 

Students will also strengthen their 
Science Inquiry Skills by predicting, 
conducting experiments, recording 
observations, and communicating 
their findings. 

How Will Students Engage with 
This Topic? 

Students will participate in: 
           Hands-on Investigations – 
Experimenting with water, wind, and 
soil to understand erosion and 
weathering. 
      Real-World Case Studies – 
Exploring famous landscapes and 
how they have changed over time. 
         Group Discussions and 

rhythm (dotted minim  ; ostinato) 

form (binary (AB), ternary (ABA); repeat 

sign (:ll); bridge; coda) 

texture (two or more rhythmic or 

melodic patterns when played together) 

  

Responding 

Reasons why and how people make 

music across different cultures and 

times 

• value (mixing of shades) 

to create artwork 
 

Use of techniques, art processes and 
exploration of art forms such as 
monoprinting, sculpture or ceramics  
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Problem-Solving – Exploring ways to 
reduce human impact on Earth’s 
surface. 

By the end of the unit, students will 
have a greater understanding of 
how natural forces and human 
activities shape our planet. 

We encourage families to continue 
the learning at home by observing 
changes in the local environment, 
discussing weather-related events, 
and exploring documentaries about 
Earth’s landscapes. 

Year 4 Biological Science 
Overview – Survival and 
Adaptation 

In Year 4, students build on their 
understanding of living things by 
exploring how organisms depend on 
each other and their environment 
for survival. They also learn about 
the life cycles of plants and animals 
and how different species adapt to 
their surroundings. 

Key Learning Areas: 

• The life cycles of different 
plants and animals. 

• How the features and 
behaviours of living things 
help them survive. 

• How environmental changes 
affect living things and 
ecosystems. 

• The importance of 
conservation and 
sustainability. 

Through observations, discussions, 
and hands-on activities, students 
examine how living things change 
over time and how ecosystems 
remain balanced. 

Connection to the Australian 
Curriculum: 

This unit aligns with the Australian 
Curriculum: Biological Sciences, 
particularly: 
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• Year 4 (ACSSU072): Living 
things depend on each other 
and the environment to 
survive. 

• Year 4 (ACSSU073): Living 
things have life cycles. 

• Science Inquiry Skills: 
Making predictions, 
planning and conducting 
investigations, and 
recording and analysing 
observations. 

By examining real-world examples 
of survival and adaptation, students 
develop an awareness of the impact 
of environmental changes on living 
things. 

 

 

 


