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Acknowledgement of the front-page artwork – Hocking’s Concentric Circles by Alyssa Hardingham, Daniel East 

and students from year one to six, 2023. 

2023 School Context 

Hocking Primary School opened in February 2008 in the suburb of Hocking, north of Perth.  Construction of the school began 
in mid-2007.  The school achieved an initial enrolment of approximately 350 students.  Student enrolment during 2023, 
including Kindergarten students, was 612 students.  

Independent Public School (IPS) 

The school has had Independent Public School status since 2011.  Independent Public Schools are provided with greater 
autonomy to set their own strategic directions and have authority for day-to-day decision making to ensure decisions are made 
that best cater for their students. Parents and community members have an important and enhanced role in this initiative.  As 
an Independent Public School, the school has the flexibility to select all staff, manage its financial affairs through a one-line 
budget and to determine the curriculum that best supports students’ needs.  Further flexibilities are also on offer for the school 
community to take up at a later date. 

As a result of our Independent Public School status the school operates under a Strategic Plan.  The Strategic Plan, 2023-2025 
aligns with the school’s expectations of the Director General of Education and the Minister for Education and acknowledges 
the school’s commitment to improve the quality of student learning and the learning environment through community 
empowerment, greater autonomy, flexibility and increased accountability. A copy of the Strategic Plan is located on the 
school’s webpage at www.hockingps.wa.edu.au 

Student Enrolment  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Index of Community Socio-Economic Advantage 
(ICSEA) - Key factors in students’ family backgrounds 
(parents’ occupation, school education and non-
school education) have an influence on students’ 
educational outcomes at school. In addition to these 
student-level factors, research has shown that school-
level factors (a school’s geographical location and the 
proportion of Indigenous students a school caters for) 
need to be considered when summarising educational 
advantage or disadvantage at the school level. ICSEA 
provides a scale that numerically represents the 
relative magnitude of this influence and is 
constructed taking into account both student and 
school level factors. 

http://www.hockingps.wa.edu.au/


 

Staff 

 

Teaching Non – teaching 

Number FTE* 
Full Time Equivalent 

Number FTE* 
Full Time Equivalent 

43 34.2 23 14.6 
*FTE = Full Time Equivalent - This calculation is a two-step process that determines how many hours of work each level of staff works compared to how 
many hours one full time staff at the same level works. The total workload hours are then divided by the working hours of the staff member at their level 
to provide a number of full time equivalents that are needed.  

Facilities 

 

Type of Room/Area Classrooms 
Early 

Childhood 
Other Total 

Classroom Permanent 16 5  21 

Classrooms (Department Transportable/Demountable) 4   4 

Administration Block   1 1 

Art/Craft Room (Purpose Built/Purpose Converted)   1 1 

Science Laboratory    1 1 

Library (Purpose Built/Purpose Converted)   1 1 

Music Room (Purpose Built/Purpose Converted)   2 2 

Covered Assembly Area   1 1 

Canteen   1 1 

TOTAL 20 5 8 33 

Curriculum Context 
 

Strategic Plan  

 

2023 was the beginning of our new strategic plan cycle. In consultation with the School Board, the staff collaborated to review 
the previous plan which guided the development of the Hocking PS 2023-2025 Strategic Plan. The plan focused on four strategic 
priorities: 

• Teaching Quality 

• Learning Environment 

• Relationships and Partnerships 

• Leadership 
Within each area, the school outlined ‘what we will do’ and ‘what you will see’. This provided clarity and a commitment to the 
community in how we will deliver the best outcomes for their children.    
 

Whole School Programs 

 

Hocking PS committed to allocating a significant amount of funds and resources to training the Year 4-6 teachers in Sounds 
Write. At the conclusion of 2023, our teachers had completed their training in Sounds Write. This is an evidence-based linguistic 
phonics program utilising a highly successful approach to the teaching of reading and spelling. Ensuring that all teachers were 
trained, allowed the school to implement and deliver consistent Daily Reviews in spelling. We continue to implement Talk for 
Writing as our whole school writing program and embed the Science of Reading as part of our reading instruction.  
 
This year saw the introduction of Instructional Coaching and the development of The Middle Leadership team. These initiatives 
have been implemented as strategies to increase the capacity of the staff in delivering the best outcomes for our students.  
 

 Early Childhood Education 

The Early Years Framework, The West Australian Curriculum and The National Quality Standard inform our teaching and 

learning in the Early Childhood.  The Framework describes the principals, practice and outcomes essential to support and 

enhance children’s learning from birth to five years of age, as well as their transition to school.  It has a strong emphasis on 

play-based learning to stimulate the children’s developing brain.  The Framework also recognises the importance of 

communication and language alongside social and emotional development in the early years.  As a school we self-assess 



 

against the National Quality Standard (NQS) which, includes seven quality areas that are important for early education and 

care. 

Common Assessment Tasks & Data Tracking 

Our Common Assessment Tasks are aligned with Elastik, an online tool which, enhances and organises all student data to 

provide continual tracking of student achievement and progress.   The Common Assessment Tasks ensure all students are 

tracked regularly throughout the year with externally and internally moderated tasks to develop key areas for further 

development.  This enables us to make data informed decisions about teaching and learning across the school. Teachers 

meet in collaborative sessions to analyse the data and plan for future learning in response to the information. 

Building Resilience Around Values Education (BRAVE) 

 

 
 

Our Building Resilience Around Values Education (BRAVE) program continued to play a significant role in the development of 
social skills and attributes of becoming a respected citizen of the community.  The five (5) Values above are the focus of the 
program. 

 

Core Curriculum Focus Areas 

English 

In the English Learning Area, students learn about the English Language: how it works and how it used effectively. They 

develop an understanding of the ways in which language operates as a social process and how to use language in a variety of 

forms and situations. 

During 2023: 

• The implementation of the Sounds Write program extended PP- Year 3 as part of a whole school phonological 
development. 

• Heggerty Phonemic Awareness was embedded from Kindy to Year 2 to develop a whole school approach to 
phonemic awareness. 

• The continued implementation of the Departments Phonics Screening Test in Year 1 to assess the impact of the 
programs in place. 

• Review and continued implementation of Talk For Write K-6 to continue to develop writing across the school. 

• Continued development of Daily Reviews in all classes to activate knowledge and engagement in learning. 

• Use of Pacing Notes and Parent Curriculum Guides aligned to the Western Australian Curriculum to inform teaching 
and learning. 

• The continued development and review of the Hocking Primary School Explicit Teaching and Learning Framework to 
structure lessons K-6. 

• Continued implementation of Minilit and Multilit using a specialist teacher for identified students at risk. 

• Exploration of Language Lit to precede Minilit for those students at risk in Kindy and Pre. 

• Continued refinement and development of Literacy, Literature and Language Blocks K-6 to develop ensure explicit 
differentiated teaching in writing, reading, grammar, punctuation and spelling.  

• Continued implementation of Brightpath and PAT to inform practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mathematics  

In mathematics students learn to use ideas about number, space, measurement, chance and mathematical ways of 

representing patterns and relationships, to describe, interpret and reason about their social and physical worlds.   

During 2023  

• Use of Pacing Notes and Parent Curriculum Guides aligned to the Western Australian Curriculum to inform teaching 
and learning. 

• Review of the Paul Swan Professional Learning and implementation across the school. 

• Focus on the vocabulary of maths using Paul Swan resources and development of maths word walls. 

• Review of the implementation of Paul Swan documentation for planning and a recognition of a need for a consistent 
use of the planning tools. 

• Continued implementation and review of the HPS Policy for Mastery of Basic Maths Facts. 

• Continued implementation of Brightpath Maths alongside PAT Maths to inform teaching and learning across the 
school. 

• Review of maths daily review in all classes. 
 

2023 Performance Data 
 

Strategic Plan 2023 - 2025 Targets – Progress 

1. Match or exceed WA like schools in NAPLAN assessments  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Performance and Achievement Testing (PAT)  

Previous data reported in Annual Report was based on 2016 PAT Norms and reported using stanines. From 2022, PAT is 
reporting against 2022 Norms and reported against bands. 

 

PAT Reading Comprehension 
  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

2022    48.4%  60.0%  50.6%  50.0%  66.7%  
2023  38.0%  43.2%  63.2%  55.3%  41.7%  53.5%  
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/tests/pat/pat-reading-adaptive  
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20READING/PATR_AustralianNorms_2022Update.pdf  
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20READING/PATR_StrandsAchievementBandDescription
s.pdf  
  

PAT Maths 

  Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

2022    60.0%  48.0%  45.6%  40.8%  45.6%  
2023  29.1%  56.3%  46.1%  49.3%  42.9%  50.7%  
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/tests/pat/pat-maths-adaptive  
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20MATHS/PATM_AustralianNorms_2022Update.pdf  
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20MATHS/PATM_StrandsAchievementBandDescriptions.
pdf  

 

National Quality Standard (NQS) 
 

The National Quality Standard assessment evaluates the programs and practices in relation to seven Quality Areas. The Guide 
to the National Quality Standard provides detailed information on quality areas, standards and elements to inform and assist 
with planning for improvement.  Evaluation by staff informed us whether the school in years K – 2 had not met the requirement, 
were working towards the requirement or had met the requirement for each of the Seven Quality Areas.  The self-assessment 
results for 2023 are shown in the table below: 

 

STANDARD AREA - Green (consistently) / Amber (sometimes) / Red (rarely) Met 
Working 
Towards 

1. Educational program and practice: This quality area of the National Quality Standard focuses on 
ensuring that the educational program and practice is stimulating, engaging and enhances children’s 
learning and development. 

  

2. Children’s health and safety: This quality area of the National Quality Standard focuses on 
safeguarding and promoting children’s health and safety. 

  

3. Physical environment: This quality area of the National Quality Standard focuses on the physical 
environment and ensuring that it is safe, suitable and provides a rich and diverse range of experiences 
that promotes children’s learning and development. 

  

4. Staffing arrangements: This quality area of the National Quality Standard focuses on the provision of 
qualified and experienced educators, co-ordinators and nominated and experienced supervisors who 
are able to develop warm, respectful relationships with children, create safe and predictable 
environments and encourage children’s active engagement in the learning program. 

  

5. Relationships with children: This quality area of the National Quality Standard focuses on 
relationships with children being responsive, respectful and promoting children’s sense of security 
and belonging. Relationships of this kind free children to explore the environment and engage in play 
and learning 

  

6. Collaborative partnerships with families and communities: This quality area of the National Quality 
Standard focuses on collaborative relationships with families that are fundamental to achieving 
quality outcomes for children and community partnerships that are based on active communication, 
consultation and collaboration. 

  

7. Governance and leadership: This quality area of the National Quality Standard focuses on effective 
leadership and management of the service that contributes to quality environments for children’s 
learning and development. Well-documented policies and procedures, well-maintained records, 
shared values, clear direction and reflective practices enable the service to function as a learning 
community. An ongoing cycle of planning and review, including engagement with families, creates the 
climate for continuous reflection. 

  

 

https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/tests/pat/pat-reading-adaptive
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20READING/PATR_AustralianNorms_2022Update.pdf
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20READING/PATR_StrandsAchievementBandDescriptions.pdf
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20READING/PATR_StrandsAchievementBandDescriptions.pdf
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/tests/pat/pat-maths-adaptive
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20MATHS/PATM_AustralianNorms_2022Update.pdf
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20MATHS/PATM_StrandsAchievementBandDescriptions.pdf
https://oars.acer.edu.au/help/storage/app/media/SCHOOLS/ASSESSMENTS/PAT%20MATHS/PATM_StrandsAchievementBandDescriptions.pdf


 

 

Attendance Data  
 

 

 

 

2024 School Destination of the 2023 Year 6 Cohort 
 

 

Destination Schools Male Female Total 

4125 Wanneroo Secondary College 17 18 35 

1383 Mater Dei College 8 6 14 

4144 Woodvale Secondary College 1 8 9 

4181 Ashdale Secondary College 1 2 3 

1221 Mercy College   2 2 

1309 St Stephen's School   2 2 

4153 Belridge Secondary College   1 1 

1378 John Septimus Roe Ang Com Sch   1 1 

4192 Joseph Banks Secondary College   1 1 

4140 Ocean Reef Senior High School 1   1 

1428 Peter Moyes Anglican Com School   1 1 

1325 St Mark's Anglican Com School   1 1 

  

Attendance Overall Primary 
           

                     

 

Non-Aboriginal Aboriginal Total 

 

 

School 
Like 

Schools 

WA 
Public 

Schools 
School 

Like 
Schools 

WA 
Public 

Schools 
School 

Like 
Schools 

WA 
Public 

Schools 

 

2021 91.5% 93% 92.4% 88.7% 83% 76.8% 91.5% 92.7% 91% 

 

2022 88.6% 89.1% 88.3% 85.1% 78.8% 69.5% 88.5% 88.8% 86.6% 

 

2023 90.1% 90.7% 90.3% 91.6% 82.2% 74.3% 90.1% 90.4% 88.9% 

 

                     

 



 

 

2023 Financial Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INCOME - Dec 2023 ( Verified Dec Cash)

Current 

Budget ($)

Actual YTD 

($)

Carry Forward (Cash) 133,298 133,298

Carry Forward (Salary) 299,412 299,412

STUDENT-CENTRED FUNDING

Per Student 5,023,507 5,023,507

School and Student Characteristics 573,846 573,846

Disability Adjustments 36,983 36,983

Targeted Initiatives 212,765 212,765

Operational Response Allocation 5,185 5,185

Total Funds: 5,852,286 5,852,286

TRANSFERS AND ADJUSTMENTS

Regional Allocation 0 0

Transition Adjustment #N/A #N/A

School Transfers – Salary (280,000) (280,000)

School Transfers - Cash 280,000 280,000

Department Adjustments 0 0

Total Funds: #N/A #N/A

LOCALLY RAISED FUNDS (REVENUE)

Voluntary Contributions 22,800 22,800

Charges and Fees 48,674 48,598

Fees from Facilities Hire 33,899 34,149

Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships 22,053 22,053

Commonwealth Govt Revenues 0 0

Other State Govt/Local Govt Revenues 0 0

Revenue from CO, Regional Office and Other schools 353 353

Other Revenues 11,068 11,065

Transfer from Reserve or DGR 15,000 15,000

Residential Accommodation 0 0

Farm Revenue (Ag and Farm Schools only) 0 0

Camp School Fees (Camp Schools only) 0 0

Total Funds: 153,847 154,018

TOTAL #N/A #N/A
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Payment to CO, Regional Office and Other schools

Other Expenditure

Transfer to Reserve

Professional Development

Curriculum and Student Services

Buildings, Property and Equipment

Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance

Lease Payments

Administration

Dec 2023 ( Verified Dec Cash)

Actual YTD ($)

Current Budget ($)

EXPENDITURE - Dec 2023 ( Verified Dec Cash)

Current 

Budget ($)

Actual YTD 

($)

SALARIES

Appointed Staff 4,960,176 4,960,176

New Appointments 0 0

Casual Payments 610,972 610,972

Other Salary Expenditure 0 0

Total Funds: 5,571,148 5,571,148

GOODS AND SERVICES (CASH EXPENDITURE)

Administration 32,578 31,403

Lease Payments 87,216 88,949

Utilities, Facilities and Maintenance 206,005 183,661

Buildings, Property and Equipment 58,201 36,002

Curriculum and Student Services 202,473 166,297

Professional Development 9,435 9,606

Transfer to Reserve 0 0

Other Expenditure 13,301 8,706

Payment to CO, Regional Office and Other schools 0 0

Residential Operations 0 0

Residential Boarding Fees to CO (Ag Colleges only) 0 0

Farm Operations (Ag and Farm Schools only) 0 0

Farm Revenue to  CO (Ag and Farm Schools only) 0 0

Camp School Fees to CO (Camp Schools only) 0 0

Total Funds: 609,209 524,624

TOTAL 6,180,357 6,095,772



 

2023 Community Participation 
 

SCHOOL BOARD 

 

With each new year we welcome new members and thank members whose time has come to an  
end. For 2023 we welcomed Jodie Hammond who brought valuable insight as a parent member,  
and we welcome back Shannon Cooper who has greatly assisted the board to make informed  
decisions as a representative of the Hocking Primary School teaching staff. 
 
On behalf of the School Board and the school community, I would like to say thank you to Sonja  
Topping and Jen Faber who are finishing their tenure with the board. Thank you all for your ongoing  
support and guidance during your time on the School Board. Your input and advocacy of the school  
board during your time is truly appreciated.  
 
In 2023 saw continued stability in school and board operations which allowed the board to focus on  
key governance requirements. 
 
As part of the groups function, the School Board participated in discussions relating to school  
governance which included:  
 

•  Reviewing the School Board Terms of Reference including meeting structure, number of  
    members and frequency and notice of Board Meetings 
•  2023 Funding Agreement  
•  Tabling and Reviewing of the Schools Financial Reports 
•  Key policies and changes, 
•  School community concerns around site security and; 
•  Increasing the board’s profile in the community 

 
I would like to thank our 2023 Hocking Primary School Board, including staff members: Mike Wills,  
Steve Hardingham, Sadie Brayshaw and Shannon Cooper; Parent members: Ryan Hancock, Jennifer  
Faber, Janine Puccinelli, Sonja Topping and Jodie Hammond; and Community representative  
Councillor Jordan Wright. Thank you is also extended to Kylie Bishop our Executive Officer whom  
overseas the finance and administrative functions of the board which is pivotal to our operation. 
 
Ryan Hancock 
Chairperson 
Hocking Primary School Board 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PARENT AND CITIZENS ASSOCIATION (P & C)  

 

Throughout the year the Parents and Citizens Association of Hocking Primary School conducted numerous events which 
generated much needed funds with the help of many volunteers. On behalf of the Hocking Primary School Community, I would 
like to thank everyone for another successful year of events and fundraising in 2023. We sincerely thank everyone involved in 
the process of each of these events. Often, behind the scenes efforts go unnoticed and we would like to acknowledge 
commitment to the events.  

Despite stock difficulties and increasing prices throughout the year our canteen also managed to power through and sustain 
our menu to supply to students. We thank our incredibly dedicated and hardworking canteen staff, Leanne Roper and Melissa 
Nicholls for all their efforts to manage these disruptions and difficulties.   

The events conducted for the year were as follows; Easter raffle, Mother’s Day stall and raffle, Father’s Day stall and raffle, 
Sports carnival stall, Second handbook stall, The Entertainment Book, Morley Rollerdrome disco, a very successful quiz night 
and an end of year raffle. As a result, we were able to fund nearly $18000 towards programs and resources for the school and 
students. The following is what these funds went towards; a wheelchair for sick or injured children, an extensive mental health 
program for year 5 and year 6’s, Mathletics (an online mathematics program), Language Lift literacy program, assistance 
towards the year 6 graduation activities and books & puzzles for the Early Childhood classes.  

Last year brought many challenges with very few members onboard. We hope to build the Parents and Citizens Association in 
the coming years and encourage all members of the school community to get involved in any means possible. As the saying 
goes, many hands really do make light work and even if you can only contribute a small amount, it will help immensely. 

Our office bearers for last year were as follows; 

President- Tiahne Gould 

Vice President- Leandra Young 

Treasurer- Olivia Chapman  

Secretary- Jackie Butcher 

Tiahne Gould 

2023 Hocking Primary School Parents and Citizen Association President 

 

Specialist Learning Area Reports  
 

MUSIC –  MR BEN MILLAR 
 

2023 MAJOR FOCUS AREAS  
 
Participation & Enjoyment 

• Provision of a variety of practical and theoretical activities, individual, teacher driven and group work, and closed and 
open-ended tasks to allow for students’ intrinsic learning styles and abilities to express themselves and respond to music 
in a meaningful manner.  

• Continued focus on community singing at each assembly to offer an opportunity for students to perform in front of each 
other and the school community ensuring students of various ages and abilities contribute not just to the performance, 
but also to the creating of the accompanying actions performed as a whole school to provide wonderful experiences for 
students in singing and dancing as one.  

 
Reading, writing & playing music 

• Introduction to simple rhythms in year 1 using body percussion and progressing to playing untuned percussion 
instruments, tuned percussion instruments then ukulele, keyboard, drums, guitar and bass 

• Composing short rhythms in year 1 to short songs for multiple instruments in year 6. 

• Participation in playing accompaniment to a number of community singing songs on tuned and non-tuned instruments but 
primarily ukulele leading to the creating, writing and performing of simple songs. 

• Learning a number of mainly contemporary songs on the ukulele and keyboard as well as a number of community singing 
songs as a whole class, moving to small group work to utilise students understanding of reading and playing to compose 
their own music, for one or more instruments. 

• Exploring the elements of music through sample based song composition 



 

 
Arts In Society - Music History 
• Exposure to well-known pieces of music from famous composers of the baroque era to the present.  
• Exploration of the great composers and genres of music.  
• Exploration of the history of rock ‘n roll. 
 
MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS 
 
School of Instrumental Music Program 
Instrumental Music School Services provides instrumental music services to more than 450 government primary and 
secondary schools, reaching more than 15,000 students from Years 3 to 12. Here at Hocking PS our program runs for years 6 
students in both classical guitar and brass (trumpet, trombone or baritone). In addition to weekly small group instrumental 
lessons, students have opportunities to participate in enrichment music activities, which combine students working 
collaboratively across year levels and with students from other schools. 
 
Community Singing 
All classes learn a number of songs each lesson in preparation for our fortnightly school assemblies. All assemblies finish with 
the whole school performing a song. It’s a fantastic way to finish each assembly, with the whole school community in 
attendance encouraged to sing along. 
 
School Band – Band Fusion 
Every Monday a number of selected students from years 3- 6 meet at lunch times in the music room to learn and rehearse 
the school song on drums, ukulele, keyboard, guitar, brass and percussion in preparation to lead the school at each assembly.  
They also learn several community singing songs throughout the year to lead the school with instead of a backing track and 
performed 3 songs at the inaugural Band Fusion, a combined school’s band concert performed in a professional setting and 
paying guests. 
 
Hocking Music Festival 
For the first time the annual music performance changed format, from the large stage with each year group from K – 6 
performing for the school community, to a multi-stage, musical festival where K-2 performed songs in each year group but 
years 3 – 6 classes performed their songs with instruments as a class rather than a whole year group, with year 5 & 6 classes 
performing 2 songs each. This new format provides a much greater opportunity for students to play an instrument with many 
students playing a variety of instruments. This year it was conducted during the school day, with the 2024 event to be 
conducted after school hours. 
 
 
 

SCIENCE –  MR GRANT RIELLY  

OVERVIEW 

The Specialist Science Program at Hocking enables the students to investigate, understand, 
and communicate about the Earth and Space, Physical, Biological and Chemical world, and 
value the processes that support life on our planet.  

Science helps the students to develop life skills, including an ability to remain organised and 
focused, form own opinions based on observations and become critical thinkers by 
evaluating evidence and drawing conclusions. 

STRUCTURAL ORGANISATION 

During 2023 the science specialist teacher taught science in years 1-6 with the students 
using the science laboratory, which possessed many of the essential features necessary for 
effective science education.  

The students would participate in a one-hour weekly lesson whilst the classroom teachers 
received their DOTT allowance. 

TEACHING PROGRAM 

The science learning area involved the utilisation of a variety of programs including ‘Primary Connections’, RIC Publications 
Science A STEM approach and Inquisitive.com, all of which are aligned with the Australian Curriculum. These are all 
innovative programs that support the teaching of science in a creative, informative, and hands-on environment. 

Across the year the students were involved in learning concepts from the following science strands, biology, earth and space 
and physical sciences. 



 

Year 1- Throughout the year the students studied light, sound and heat energy and how 
they are sensed and produced. They identified that living things live in different 
environments that suit their needs and were able to describe and identify how everyday 
materials can be changed. 

Year 2- This year saw the Year 2’s describe the components of simple systems such as 
stationary objects subjected to pulls and pushes and show how objects and materials 
interact through direct manipulation. They learnt how living things changed and reproduce 
and were able to develop an understanding of properties of materials and their uses.  

Year 3- In Year 3 the students explored how heat energy is produced and identify various 
sources of heat. They learnt that all living things have certain characteristics and how these 
characteristics can be used to group animals and plants using their observable features. 
The students also learnt that there are three states of matter and how adding, or removing 
heat can affect a material’s state of matter. 

Year 4- Year 4’s questioned, explored, and experimented investigating different types of forces including gravity and 
magnetism. They learnt that living things have life cycles and were able to describe, and compare, the life cycles of different 
animals and plants. The students also developed an understanding of the properties of natural and processed and materials, 
and how these influence their use. 

Year 5- The Year 5’s explored the transfer of light and learn that light from a light source forms shadows and can be reflected 
and refracted. They learnt that living things have structural features and adaptations that helps them to survive in the 
environment. The students also developed an understanding of the specific properties and behaviours of the three states of 
matter. 

Year 6- During this year, the Year 6’s studied different forms of energy and how they could be transferred and transformed, 
as well as the generation, transfer and use of electricity in our daily lives. They were also able to investigate how the physical 
conditions of the environment affected the survival of living things. The students explored reversible and irreversible changes 
to matter by using common everyday substances. 

SCIENCE CLUB and LAB TECHNICIANS 

In order to further encourage students to enjoy science; a weekly lunchtime session was set aside allowing students from 
across the school to participate in a variety of activities. Examples of the experiences that the students could participate in 
were LEGO, Solar powered robots, Electrical circuits, searching for mini beasts and even disassembling electronic devices. 

This allowed the students to enjoy a variety of aspects of science without the requirement to complete structured tasks. With 
the help of the lab technicians the students, noisily but cooperatively, engaged in tasks sharing their acquired knowledge 
with others. 

All of these activities were organised and presented by our amazing Lab Technicians 
Elizabeth Green and Boris Martinovich 

As part of their role, they also presented a highly entertaining, but messy, science 
assembly in Term 3 which demonstrated a science investigation, that tested the effect of 
placing Mentos lollies into different amounts of carbonated drinks, as well as the effect of 
different amounts of force on keeping spheres in the air.  

SCIENCE WEEK 

To help celebrate science at Hocking Primary school, the Science Committee decided to, 
instigate a number of activities to help celebrate science week. 

During that week lunchtime activities were presented daily to demonstrate various 
aspects of science. These included rocket launches, kinetic sand and the making of 
ooblek. 



 

LEARNING JOURNEY 

During Term 3 the Science Lab was opened up to the Hocking School 
Community. The purpose of the activity was for the students to share 
with their family members what they have learnt in science. 

Within the classroom, for each year, there was an overview on what the 
students have been learning as well as a hands on activity that the 
students could participate in, with their parents. 

To also demonstrate the role of chemical science in our lives, The Lab 
Technicians were able to produce very tasty sherbet, using common 
ingredients and chemical reactions. 

 

VISUAL ARTS –  MS LINEY SVEINBJORNSSON  

Visual Arts 

Visual Arts in 2023 fostered a dynamic environment where students created 
art reflecting their experiences and engaged with contemporary issues. They 
explored diverse media and art forms, developing their understanding of the 
Elements and Principles of Art and Design. Students engaged in traditional art 
forms like drawing, sculpture, painting, and ceramics to develop their artistry. 

The curriculum emphasises both 'Making' and 'Responding', encouraging 
students to develop their own artworks and critically engage with historical 
and cultural contexts. By studying art movements, cultures, and historical 
perspectives, students deepen their understanding of art's significance in 
shaping societies. 

Highlights of the 2023 program include:  

• NAIDOC Community Book Project: In celebration of NAIDOC Week, students 
from Year 3 to 6 created illustrations, for a story by First Nations author Bianca 
F. Stawiarski. Their artwork not only highlighted their artistic skills but also 
honoured Indigenous culture and storytelling traditions, as selected finalists had 
their illustrations exhibited at Wanneroo Central, with winning entries 
published in the book "Gami Winda and Dyindi-Dyindi". 

• Arts Assembly: A special combined art and music whole-school assembly was 
held to celebrate the school’s involvement in the NAIDOC Community Book 
project. The event was attended by a guest from Wanneroo Central, who 
presented the published book and awards to students. This project not only 
fostered creativity but also promoted cultural understanding and appreciation 
within the school community. 

• Artworks Across the School: Students proudly displayed their works of art 
across the school in various locations throughout 2023, with a focus on framing, 
labelling, and titling their pieces and working as curators. 

• Friendship Benches: In an inspiring collaboration, Year 6 students took the initiative as school leaders to 

conceptualise and design unique patterns for the school's four benches, strategically positioned throughout the 

school. Utilising specialist paints to guarantee durability, they meticulously brought their designs to life, ensuring 

these benches would withstand the test of time. Guided by a dedicated community volunteer, the students 

prepared the surfaces meticulously, ensuring optimal adherence for the vibrant colours and intricate details they 

meticulously applied.  

•  

• Kandinsky Collaborative Painting: Students from all grade levels collaborated with Year 10 students completing 
their work experience in the art room to produce a striking canvas inspired by Wassily Kandinsky's renowned 
artwork, "Concentric Circles". The resulting masterpiece was displayed in the Administration building, showcasing 
the talent and teamwork fostered within our school community. 

• Collaborative Backdrop for the Music Concert: All students from Year 1 to 6 created their own paintings inspired by 
the Noongar season of Kambarang to celebrate the inaugural music concert, during which they also performed. Ms. 



 

Sveinbjornsson then took the beautiful paintings and stitched them together to 
create one massive backdrop for the stage. 

• Learning Journey: The school community was invited on a learning journey out of 
hours in the school. In the artroom students guided their family in a collaborative 
work of art which was used as the backdrop at the Arts Assembly. 

• Poppy Brooches for our school ANZAC Ceremony: All students created a poppy 
brooch and wore it at the annual ANZAC ceremony. Each student hand-made a 
paper poppy to create a symbolic piece of jewellery that commemorated ANZAC 
day. 

In 2023, Visual Arts empowered students to think critically, express creatively, and 

engage meaningfully with their world, fostering lifelong appreciation for the arts.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION –  MR JONES  

 
Student Engagement 

There is a strong sporting culture at Hocking where students are prepared to have a go at different PE activities and sports. 
This is demonstrated by the high rate of participation of our students in interschool sporting events where Hocking almost 
always has the most students and teams participating in the various sporting carnivals.  

Lunch time sporting activities run by students have proven to be very popular and help develop the sports culture and 
sportsmanship. 

Parent Involvement 

Parents and other family members have been an essential part of the PE program at Hocking, they have supported and 
encouraged their children when participating in interschool sports and are always at these events in big numbers to support 
the Hocking Teams often taking up roles as coach at these events due to the number of teams that Hocking fields.  

Community Participation 

 Strong ties have been established with sporting organisations where sporting pathways have been developed and sporting 
clinics are run in PE session by various sporting groups and high schools with sporting programs. These include; 

• Wanneroo Joondalup Lacrosse 

• Rugby WA/Western Force 

• Dockers Players 

• Golf WA 

• WA Athletics 

• Tennis 

• Rugby League 

• Wanneroo SC Warriors Specialist AFL Program students  
In 2023 The WACA offered Hocking the opportunity to run an after school cricket program targeting girls which proved to be 
very popular with large numbers attending. 
 

2023 Hocking Sporting Highlights  

• Athletics -For the twelfth consecutive year Hocking won the interschool Athletics Carnival 
 

• Running Club – Continues to be a popular before school activity on Mondays and Thursdays 

• Basketball – Hocking won the Stirling Cup in for the year 5/6 girls team playing off in the Champion Schools final at 
the State Basketball Centre 

• Netball – The Hocking Netball Team won the Fever Cup for the Wanneroo Schools and played off at the State 
Netball Centre in the state finals Champion Cup 

• AFL – Subiaco/West Perth/Claremont District Dockers Cup Girls AFL runners-up  

 

 

 

 



 

Reflection 

 

2023 has been a time of reconnecting with the community. After a period of reduced contact with the school, our 
parents, students and staff prioritised our focus of building strong community relationships. We created the 
Learning Journey that provided an opportunity for families to visit their child’s classroom and celebrate their 
learning. This event brought the community together in a student focused environment, creating a harmonious 
and positive feeling throughout the school.   

 

We have reflected on the students’ results and have made a commitment to increase our capacity, develop our 
skills to ensure the students receive high quality delivery, provide evidence based programs and teach for impact. 
I would like to acknowledge and thank our wonderful staff for their continued efforts in providing the best 
education for our students and for their commitment in whole school improvement.            

 

Mike Wills 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

 

Opportunites to learn for everyone! 


